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I do not envisage that
the Ombudsman will
be loaded down with

The Ombudsman reports ; 7 complaints.
to Parliament... ; ;

It is difficult to prove but
one can assume... this
inhibits the actions of
public servants.

They know that what they
do will be open to scrutiny
in a way in which they
could not be scrutinised
by a court.

HANSARD

m— - i Parliamentary debates on the Ombudsman Act 1973
1866-2016
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Ombudsman Act 1973
No. 8414 of 1973

Authorised Version incorporating amendments as at
24 October 2020

18G Offence to fail to comply with a witness summons

A person who 1s duly served with a witness
summons must not. without reasonable excuse,
refuse or fail to comply with the witness
summons.

Penalty: 240 penalty units or imprisonment for
2 years.

PARLIAMENT

VICTORIA
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a Supreme Court of Victoria - Court of Appeal

Type Jurisdiction Datnbarse Year Citaticn
Cases Victoria Suprerme Court of Victoria... W06 [2096] VSCA 306

Attorney-General v Glass (in her capacity as Ombudsman) [2016] VSCA 306
(9 December 2016)

Last Updated: & Decambear 2016

SUPREME COURT OF VICTORLA

THE ATTORNEY-GEMERAL FOR THE STATE OF VICTORLA
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MARCH2014

State Labor MPs ordered to
hire casual dectorate officers
to be deployed as election
campaign staff called field
organisers

MID-2014

The held organsers,
working as part of Labor's
Community Action Network
and paid for by taxpayers,
prepare for the state electon
campaign

OCTODER 20¥4

The CAN is officially launched
by then Opposizion leader
Daniel Andrews
NOVEMBER 29,204
Labor wins governmernt after
the state election

DECEMBER 2014

ALP officials clam the CAN
was a huge success and part of
the reason the party won the
election

SEPTEMBER 2, 2015

The Herald Sun reveals Labor
whistleblowers have lifted the
lid on the way field organisers
were pakd via taxpayer furnds

— breaching parliamentary
rules

\nvestigation of
Legislative Cou

March 2018

a matter referr
ncil on 25 November

SEPTEMBER 19,2015
Opposition Leader Matthew
Guy wiites to Victoris Police to
ask it to investigate allegations
SEPTEMBER 29, 2015
Police confirm fraud squad
detectives have begun
probing the matter
OCTOBER 6,2015
A secret report is revealed
by the Herald Sun showing
that the use of electorate
office funds to pay for political
Campaigning was against
pariiamentary rules and did
not pass the “pub test”
NOVEMBER 25,2015
A motion is passed by
Parliament’s Legislative
Council, referring the rorts-for-
votes scheme to the Victorian
Ombudsman. Special Minister
of State Gavin Jennings
questions the validity of the
referral

DECEMBER 1, 2015
Ombudsman Deborah
Glass advises the
Governinent she believes
she does have jurisdiction
to assess electorate office
funding

ed from the
2015

RORTS-FOR-VOTES UNFOLDS

DECEMBER 14, 2015

Ms Glass receives a letter from
M Jennings reiter ating that
the Government does not
believe she has the power to
probe the issue

FEBRUARY 1, 2016

Ms Glass files an application
in the Supreme Courtto
determine whether or not she
has powers to investigate

| SEP2

puyer resousens [rrSyes—
I:;—-ubh-wl L::-—UK‘-‘

L

D ALERT

cems wi

Speak up after E
}:;;«m;r;. when asked if co.
arrangement wiﬂ‘:‘ ur:;uonvd o

IHIJRSDAV,WH 2018

pute ier
claim lhint MPs dl?i not raj
him  ahgy,

eeing the Prem;,

him: *I dopy

believe g4

Watching by The MP said: "gper

denying j¢
lurut,};e s?.ke of the
¢ (the Premier)
" ew
concems about the funding m;ﬁgf’:

and severa] o I
him. We toldmi};":;“‘*" itwith  paigners S
bt bty 7€ Wllng to bacy e 11F Was cl’i'ﬁw",f’i“ i 3
'S fust thy m,  Dan e 1l
ins "’"th'?r We raiied e e surer Jope ’°h'3(e'§3’"‘" sl e
ith him - le © putti
that, Danje] pemeroDall. ite  ticpmte, D9er huge pressure
to mmdp“cgm"“a"y urged Mps P a': :g the scheme, topar.
. A second M, Ti5-for-votes schema S
heaps of chat

P Said there was CXPAYETS  chegtaq
ter” about how capy:  Sos000. i of  almost
ONTINUED Page 2




“The Ombudsman’s most powerful powers are
the ones we don’t need to use because everyone
knows we have them.”



